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"LETTER LI. 
To the counteſs du BARAIL. 

T” O0 may aſſure yourſelf that the 

young marquis will not be for- 
got, unleſs I loſe all my influence. 
But is it not my duty to recommend 
perſons of merit and thoſe whom I 
eſteem ? Do you fear the failure of 
my memory? No, madam, I ſhall 
ever remember to love you tenderly, 
and to oblige you effectually. The 
court was never fo ſplendid as at pre- 
ſent in the midſt of public diſtreſs. 
We have half a dozen german high- 


neſſes, who make a wondrous clutter. 
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There is one particularly who deigns 
to pay his court to me. Men, eſpe- 
cially princes, do nothing for nothing: 
wherefore I gueſs him to have ſome 
views. But I ſhall let him dance 
attendance, and perhaps ſhall ſerve 
him: for I have a good heart, and he 


has merit. The old vizier * grows 


inſupportable; but he is ſupported, 


becauſe he is neceſſary, or becauſe he 
is ſuppoſed to be ſo. He is ever dil 
contented, gloomy and ſullen: age, 
like honors, changes manners. That 
18 unfulferable; and yet it muſt be 
| ſuffered. Farewel, my dear friend, I 
ſhall 
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* The marſhal Belliſle. 
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Give a thouſand 


I 
ſhall never change to you; for I have 
B 2 


too much pleaſure in loving you and 
lling you fo. 


make a thouſand compl 
&c. 
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LETTER LI 


To mr. de VOLTAIRE. 1762. 


1 AM already appriſed of the bloody 
tragedy that has been acted at 


Toulouſe. Your charity for the un- 
happy family of Calas, and your zeal 
in its ſervice, do honor to your fee- 
lings, and correſpond with mine. You 
are a fort of ſentinel of ſtate : you 
make it a duty to diſcover great 
crimes and great abuſes : you mult be 


admirable in every thing. So far as I 


can hitherto judge, the judges of 


Toulouſe have been very precipitate 


and very cruel, There is nothing but 


CON- 


138 


contradiction and improbability in 


their proceedings; which is at firſt 
ſight a ſtrong prejudice againſt them. 
Truth and juſtice admit neither con- 
tradictions nor improbabilities. A 
celebrated advocate and worthy man 
is ſaid to be drawing up a memorial of 
that unfortunate affair. I ſhall read 
it the moment it appears, in order 
to get thoroughly acquainted with 
the fact in queſtion; after which, I 
ſhall boldly employ all my intereſt 
to avenge the cauſe of juſtice and 
of oppreſſed virtue. I am charmed, 
fir, that you have addreſſed yourſelf 


to me : this confidence muſt give me 


a little vanity, by ſhowing that you 
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| think I have a good heart. Yes, I 
| have, or fancy I have one; and on 


this occaſion J ſhall endeavor to earn 
your eſteem and that of all like you. 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER LIV. 
To the marquis of BEAUSSAC, 1762. 


Thank you ſincerely for all your 
cares, and beg of you to continue 
them. Accounts from Ruſſia are 
actually more important than ever. 


We have long known that the new 


W 


czar loves not France: we have loſt a 
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good friend in Elizabeth. Your Peter 
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III. did not even take the trouble to 
conceal his ſentiments in his aunt's 
lifetime; and I have heard that he 
never failed to be arch upon the de- 
feats of the ruſſians or of the allies, 
when any opportunity offered : which 

Ba ſpoke 


„ 
ſpoke at once a bad heart and a ſorry 
underſtanding. Nobody doubts but 
that prince will ſpeedily quit the alli- 
ance : nay, we ſhall be very happy, if 
he join not our enemies. In ſuch cir- 
cumſtance your miniſtry 1s pecularly 
delicate: you will everywhere tread 


upon thorns. Yet, deſpotic as a czar 


of Ruſſia is, it is not believed that the 


preſent dares abruptly abandon the 
common caule. Such a ſtep, if pre- 
cipitate, would not fail to offend the 


nation. The ruſſians know how to 


_ obey; but they know allo how to get 


rid of their maſters, when theſe ven- 


ture to abuſe their power. The re- 


volution of 1740, to which he ows 
. his 


1 

his crown, is a recent example, which 
will perhaps keep him in aw. The 
defection of that prince would be 
particularly deplorable in the preſent 
juncture; for the Alexander of the 
north is undone, if the war laſt four 
months longer. Try therefore to 
parry the blow, if It be poſlible to 
parry it. 

The furs you ſent me are very 
beautiful, and I thank you much for 
your trouble. They are ſuperior to 
thoſe of Canada: but alas ! thoſe of 
Canada were ours. 

The king is highly ſatisfied with 
your conduct; he has great confi- 
dence in your abilities; and nobody 

ſuſpects, 


L 5 7 : 
l jy ea 2 JT SET I3% RE = [Neg 5 — _— —— 
K * — 8 — . ” SV l 8 
* 22 n — - — — 27 nnn n — m 


—— — 
N n Rr 


92 — — — 


q - Os 
87 124 
9 „I 
N 1 R 
4 i A. THE; 
1 in 
i * Ft 4 
: &V- *. 
© 2284 
3 A 
: 848 
7 1 11 
bh 2 © . 
e 
4 | 1 12 77 
vb? OLE 
. {+ 
4 Py 1 : 
# MoS 
"ET... 
F&+ 
* 44K 
1 = 
1 'F5 27 4 
F + 
"Wo 
1 
5 5 
8 7. 
AG 45 
+ > 
2 N 
5 4 * { 
Vs 
7 . "+ 
: 5 1 
uy mY 
: ks 
. 3 
5 Hf 4" 
& 35 1 14 
* 
1 f 4a 
. 1 v Al 
J F 
7 ie! 1 
7165 52 
EU) thi 
4 2 1 
gt FJ 
+ yo. 
1 208 85 
: 7 al 
: 55 p 
£ Y: 2 
o # * 
* 45 
* 1 5 
14 1 3 
7 1 * 
1 4 Y 
[| f Pa 
, - 48 = 
* 1 9 
7 1 o 
s ys 
14 3 re 
17 : 
. 1 
> * 7 . 
$7 £ 24 
> =. 
1 e : 
| 4 8 DT; 8 
5 . 1 
. 8 1 
RES” j 
BEE FE 
- ii SB 
15 1 Gy 
; > 9 
inn 
. * 1 
1 * 
: Fa 
£7. 
be Ov 1-430 
19 
I - 
N 117 
. 8 © : 
os &: + 0” 
FT. 13 T7; E Us 
jb 12 . 
. ; ”; \ 
9 , Ss 0 
SH, EK 
1 1 : 
ian! 
FI} ELL F > 
"FRE i 
* 2 
1 s.f 7 
: * 0 2 *.% 8 
ET > © I 5 Ll 
{| + i SS, 
\ 7 1 
1 
4 19 
1 
Fi 
i 17 
1 
148 
1 * 
$7] 17 
14 
Eo 
140 7 
z 11 
EF 41 
ETA £ P 
9 _ 
$ £19 4 2 
$11 4? 
in 
Te 4 <-> 


rhe 


ro Jn 1 as 
. a & — , 2 
. . . ̃ ˙ ns 4 
” — oy ts os. prom oy 8 * e 


1 1 
q 3 ſuſpects, if the czar ſhould forſake 


his friends, your having neglected 


any thing to prevent him. 
I am, &c. 


LETTER LV. 
To the duke of FITZ-JAMES. 1762. 


* O U are much in the right, my 
lord-duke; the affair of the un- 
fortunate Calas makes one ſhudder. 
He was to be pitied for being a hu- 
guenot; but was not therefore to be 
treated like a highwayman. It ſeems 
impoſſible that he ſhould have com- 
| mitted the crime of which he ſtood 
accuſed : that is not in nature. Yet 
he is dead, his family is branded, and 
his cruel judges will not repent. The 
king's tender heart ſuffered much at 
the recital of that ſtrange adventure, 
and 


[ = 1 

and all France cries out vengeance. 
The poor man ſhall be avenged, 
Thoſe toulouſans are hot-headed 
folks, and have more religion in their 
way than they ſhould have to be good 
chriſtians. May God be pleaſed to 
convert and humaniſe them ! 

You joke me, my lord, with your 


thanks. There was a poſt vacant that 


ſuited you: you deſerved it, I men- 
tioned it to his majeſty, and that is all. 
This little ſervice has done me more 
pleaſure than it could you. Set out 
then for the army, and be the prince 


of Cond@s friend. It ſtrikes me in 


the head, that that youth will make a 
figure: he has great examples in his 
1 family, 


11 


family, and a good deſire to imitate 
them. His talents for war will 
quickly diſplay themſelves: ſo much 
the better. France is no longer know- 
able; the race of great men is almoſt 
extinct: I hope you ſhall aſſiſt in re- 
viving it, and wiſh with all my heart 
that fortune may treat you in a man- 


ner more worthy of you. &c. 
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LETTER LVI. 
To the duke of NIVERNOIS. 1762, 


OW do you do, my lord- 
duke? You ſhall ſee that your 


friends have not forgot you. But we 


muſt begin with the preface, which is 
la ſalſa del libro. You know that we 
have not very long made war, that 
we have gained nothing by it, that 


we ſtand in great need of peace with 


the engliſh, and that the engliſh ſtand 


perhaps in little leſs need of it than 
ourſelves. Well then, the king re- 
ſolved yeſterday in his council to give 
you a ſmall commiſſion on this ſubject. 

— Yeu 


— . — . 7— ͤ — — 


1 
You muſt therefore quit inſtantly your 


woods and your warren, and repair to 


Fontainebleau to receive your inſtruc- 
tions. Thence you ſhall go to Lon- 
don, and make a bow to good king 
George who looks for you, and invite 
him to be a friend of ours. The king 
did not at firſt Know whom to charge 
with a negotiation ſo important and ſo 


delicate. A certain perſon hinted 


your name; upon which that gracious 
prince did ſome juſtice to your judge- 
ment, your talents, and your zeal for 
his ſervice. I heard him with plea- 
ſure, and was far enough from ſpeak- 
ing againſt my conſcience by ſpeaking 
ill of you. I am ſenſible that this 
| 3 employ- 


1 
employment is rather unpleaſing: it 
were a finer thing to be the ambaſſador 
of a victorious king than of a King 
vanquiſhed. But you are a true 
frenchman : the love of your country 
will ſurmount your every reluctance, 
The peace which I hope is the only 
thing I now deſire, or that can attach 


me to a little longer life. My health 


is not good; but, if I can ſee F rance 


at peace, her ſovereign ſatisfied, and 


his ſubjects eaſy after ſo many calami- 
ties, I ſhall have lived long enough, 
I ſalute your grace with all my heart: 
you will ever have one of the firit 
places in the lift of thoſe 1 eſteem, 


which is not a very long one. &c. 
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LETTER LYE 
Ts the counteſs of BASCHI. 1762. 


Y dear friend (for this is a 
'much nobler name than my 


lady-counteſs, and therefore I often 
make uſe of it) you aſk me if I 
think ſtill of you. Why do not you 
aſk if I yet live? Could I forget your 
charms or your merit? At length I 
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hope we ſhall have peace. It proves 
highly neceſſary for us, after the moſt 
fatal and moſt ſhameful war that has 
been waged ſince the days of Phara- 
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mond. The glory of the nation under 
Lewis XIV. has vaniſhed like a 
Vor. II. C dream, 
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#3 
dream, and on waking ſhe finds only 
a fad reality of ſhame. What a time 
my fair counteſs : the king is out of 
humor, and I am in tears, while the 
world believes us both extremely 
ſatisfied. Happineſs is to be found 
neither in courts nor in ambition, but 
in modeſt and moderate hearts, which 
wiſh, hope, and aſk nothing. 
Valcourt ſaid yeſterday laughing, 
that half a dozen general officers 
ſhould have been hanged by way of 
example, and that the engliſh had 
been well ſerved ever ſince they had 
put an admiral to death. The king 
laughed none; but his goodneſs of 
heart did not hinder him from ſaying, 
: that 


rs 


1 9 J 

that ſuch reaſoning was not wholely 
ridiculous. The engliſh have done 
us much miſchief; and we have done 
them a good deal: ſee whether here 
be any ground of conſolation; for we 
ought to take comfort where we can. 
Valcourt ſaid alſo, that inſtead of 
ſuing for peace, we had nothing for 
it but to let the engliſh take the reſt of 
our colonies, withdraw our troops 


from Germany, and make a defenſive 


war upon our frontiers; while we 


ſhould employ the greateſt part of our 
forces in making deſcents, harraſſing 
the enemy, annoying his trade, &c. 


that ſo the engliſh would be fain to 


beg peace on their knees in leſs than 
C 2 two 
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two years, or to turn bankrupts to 


mankind. There is ſome ſhadow of 
reaſon in ſuch talk; but we ſhould 
have taken this courſe two years ago: 
it is now too late. 

I am mad with myſelf when I con- 
ſider what perſons I have recom- 
mended to ſuſtain the honor of 
France; perſons who were fit for 
nothing, and yet aſpired at every 
thing; who knew how to make bows 
and cringes, and ran afterwards into 
Germany to fight like women, and 
prove the deriſion of Europe. Theſe 
reflexions overwhelm me and the king 
too. Somebody aſked the prince of 


Conti t'other day, how France had 
| ſo 


11 


ſo degenerated, and why no more 


Turennes, or Villarſes, or Saxes were 


wives hgve been too intimate with their 
footmen. Alas! all is changed. Fare- 
wel, my ſweet counteſs ; I love you 
with all my heart. 


to be ſeen. It is, ſaid he, fince our 
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LETTIES . 


To the marſhal de SOUBISE. 1762. 


E are accuſtomed to receive 

bad news; but we are not the 

leſs affected by it. That of your laſt 
battle has completed our conſterna- 
tion. You have again diſappointed 
the king's expectations and mine, and 
we are all again in dejection. Num- 
berleſs are the faults imputed to you 
in this affair, and we admire in ſpite 
of our hearts the wiſdom of prince 
Ferdinand, who had promiſed to beat 
you, and has kept his word. He 
muſt, ſay your enemies, have relied 


ſtrongly 


1 


ſtrongly upon fortune, or upon your 


incapacity. As for your collegue, 
every body juſtifies and pities him. 
believe them however in the wrong, 
who judge you ſo ſeverely; and my- 
ſelf ſtill more, who expoſed you to 
it. Yet fear nothing, I ſhall take 
care of your intereſts, and ſhall endea- 
vor to make your peace with the king, 
who 1s reſolved to make his with his 
enemies. The old men who remem- 
ber the laſt years of Lewis XIV. com- 
pare the preſent time with them, We 
have loſt all, battles without number, 
a million of men, our colonies, our 
credit, and our honor. We have no 
more either money or reſources. The 


C4 king 


EE 


king talked ſome time ago of putting 


þ 


himſelf at the head of his armies, to 
reanimate them by his preſence. I 
imagine that ſtep would have been 
adviſable, but he was diſſwaded from 
it. In the name of God, marſhal, if 
things are not yet quite hopeleſs, en- 
deavor to retrieve them, and to put 


us in condition of obtaining a more 


Ms OBI —— REP PEST T9 RENE of Ie 2 — 


honorable peace. Above all exert 
every effort to ſave Caſſel, which 
would make one equivalent in the 
treaty of peace. Who is that brave 
Luckner, with whom I am deafened, 
and who has acquired ſo much glory 
at our expence? It muſt be owned 
that the engliſh are too well ſerved. 
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I particularly hate and eſteem that 


marquis of Granby, who muſt at leaft 
go halves in the glory of prince Fer- 


dinand. I grant it is no eaſy matter 


to overcome ſuch men, and we dread 
every moment to learn new diſaſters, 
unleſs you give a turn to fortune, 


which I wiſh with all my heart, with- 


out daring to expect it. 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER £43 


To the duke of CHOISEUIL., 1762. 


AM out of order, and yet ſhall 
endeavor to anſwer you. Let me 
firſt tell you that the king is ſatisfied, 
and eſteems you. The old marſhal 
was too ſyſtematic ; and ſyſtem-mon- 
gers rarely ſucceed. Never was mi- 
niſter more unfortunate than he, ex- 
cept the Chamillard of the late king, 
who was made ſecretary at war, be- 
cauſe he played well at billiards. For 
my part, I venly believe he had more 
reputation than merit. The point is 
therefore to do better, and to repair 
his 


27 J 


his faults. You begin in very hard 


times; but your glory will be the 


greater, if you triumph over hard- 


ſhip, as I hope. 


What paſſes among the ruſſians is 
unheard : what maſters! what ſub- 


jets ! the empreſs Elizabeth dies, her 
nephew ſucceeds her, his conſort 


ſupplants him; and all this in fix 


months time. But then poor Peter 
was much in the wrong to turn pruſ- 
ſian ſoldier, and to fall out with his 


wife. I do not think the new czarina 


is to be truſted or depended on, though 
ſhe have taken for one of her principal 
pretexts the ſhameful peace concluded 

with 


*: * 
24. 
7. 
1 
14 
1 
'*> F 
FaY 
14 
1 

. 

* 

23 

15 
ig 

1 
255 
15 
37 

h; 

* 
1 
1 2 
4 * 
"VE 
WIE 
. 

* 
4 
18 

bi 
17 
* 
5 
* 
1 
** 
I 
' 3 
y 
1 
1 I 
: 
| A 
4 
4 
: 4 
4, 
Kk BY: 
55 
1 


5 
f 
44 
5: 


12 
17 
4 : 
1 
+ 
1 
* 
[ 
7 
[ 


: _ : 4 340 rr 7 r * r N : 2 N * 1 4 1 5 
* n 8 5 N TY N * 2 enn * i n 
ee ee 7 WEST 2 AL ron ed eISSN 
n n BRIE = 2 L 2 a oe Sip 2 — =Y 
2 


I" 


A - 0 — 
5 ons — 7 r 1 „ 4, 44S vw \ 

— % —— __ era 2005 EI Tn na 2 22332 N 
£ n 1 _—_— 
4x "+ < SY _ 0 — * 1 — r —— i —_—. "a - = * To 5 


——— 
7 1 
23 1 


r 
TRE 


_ OP 


2 5 : . 
_ c a. 2 
x — N 

— 2 r 0 
* * 2 
98288 4 


— - * 23 n 
— ] IRE 67 
_ = —.—IiB. ͤ— — — — 

* a 1 2 

3 7 r Ac As. (ee Ie 


* 2 
_” — er e — \ 
4 A Mr n 
— ADE (auf LET = 
£ = - 2 
« * . 2 - 2 


1 
| 
9 
1 
4 
; 
x 
$ 
G 
4 
7 
> o 
F 
. 
ö 
g 
. 
: 
, 
1's 
E 
1 
, 
{ 
+ | 
1 
, 
, 
V 
o 
: 
* 
' 
5 
. 
: 
7 
. 
9 
1 
T3 
: 
14 
14 
U 
* 
7 
* 
Ml - 
1 
; 
* i 
% 
: i 
5 
1 
4 
4 
. 
1 
af 
2 8 
j 
4 4 
1 
10 
. 
x 
i 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
4 
1 
[i 
{8 
> 
+ 
4 
1 
1 
Po 
i 
8 
31 
4: 
? 
ON 
by. 
4 . 
. 
{i 
| 
1 


(2 3 
with the pruſſian: be ſure ſhe will 
make no war upon him. 
Oh horror ! horror! horror! 
Nor muſt we hope much from the 
ſpaniards: I believe them ſincere, but 


they are inactive and irreſolute. As 


for Germany, all there is hopeleſs. 


Germany has ever been the grave of 
the french: in this war it has alſo 
been the grave of their glory. Thus 
the notable bugbear of the family- com- 
pati terminates in nothing. The 


engliſh were alarmed at it: now they 


laugh with like reaſon at their own 
tears and our hopes. The- ſafeſt is 
therefore to make peace: but the 


work 


19 3 
work will be difficult with an inſolent 
people, the natural enemy of man- 
kind, and eſpecially of the french. 
My lord- duke, if your grace bring 
about this great affair, you will have 
the glory of ſaving your country. 
The buſineſs is not to make a ſolid 
peace: that is impoſſible. The eng- 


liſh and french cannot long remain 


friends: the mutual enmity of the 
two nations, the rivalry of com- 
merce, and the oppoſition of in- 


tereſts and alliances, will ſoon put 
arms again into their hands. On 


which account I imagine we muſt 


endeavor to preſerve ſome ſettlements 
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[ 3 ] 
in Africa and the Indies; as the 
only means of repairing and aug- 


menting our marine, of ſaving our 


trade, of fortifying ourſelves every- 


where, and of attacking the engliſh 


with more ſucceſs and ſafety, when 


opportunity ſhall offer. The taking 


our merchantmen before the decla- 


ration of war was an infamous 


action, which France will never 


forget until ſhe have taken ven- 


geance. How are the mighty faln! 
We give our enemies hairdreſſers 


and wigmakers, ribbans and faſhions, 


and they ſhall give us laws! I hope 
this will not laſt. Labor, my dear 
| lord, 
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I am, &c. 
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LETTER LX. 


To the counteſs of BAScHr. 1762. 


I Wanted to write to you this mor- 


ning, and my pen began already 
her courſe, when a woman, whom 
you know, came and bluntly inter- 
rupted me. Come, madam, faid ſhe 
to me, leave your letter and your 
compliments; we muſt take ſome 
diverſion. I followed her growling; 
and away we went to take that ſame 
diverſion at the jolly dutcheſſes, who 
did every thing in the world to amuſe 
me, without being once able to ſuc- 


ceed : I was too much out of humor. 
| 5 At 


as 


bas — 


1 
At length however, entered a little 
angel, whom I could never tire of 
careſſing and who was the angel, 
but your daughter? Upon honor, 
the little dear is adotable : ſhe has 
fine eyes, fine features; a winning 


air in all ſhe ſays or does; much wit, 


ſweetneſs, modeſty, and goodnature : 
happy will be the man who ſhall have 
her, if he be worthy of her and of you, 
Her company diſpelled my ſpleen, 
and the headake, which was begin- 
ning to ſeize me. Never did fo pretty 
a mouth ſay ſo pleaſing things as that 
lovely child's. After abundance of 
play, and of laughter, we returned 
hither. To continue my entertain- 
Vor. II. D ment, 
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4181 
ment, I fat down immediately to 
entertain you, 

Pray, do you know that ill-look- 
ing fellow whoſe mouth runs from 


ear to ear? He was yeſterday at the 


chapel-royal, faſt by the fair, mar- 


chioneſs of Gondi. She had ſeen 


him two or three times with ladies of 
her acquaintance, .and had perhaps 
ſpoke to him with civility. What 
does the wight of woful figure but 
take into his head that ſhe is diſ- 
tradtedly in love with him? At chapel 
therefore he perks without her per- 
ceiving it, and knows not by what 
ſtratagem to force himſelf into notice. 
But at length love is ingenious : he 


2 gives 


11 
gives her arm a rude puſh, and 


makes her drop her prayer-book, in 


order to enjoy the ſatisfaction of pic- 


king it up, and kiſſing her hand. All 
ſucceeded to the kiſs, which ſhe had 


the addreſs to avoid. The lady, on 
her return home, cauſed him to be 


told that his behavior had deen 


grosſly mdecent, that ſhe deſired him 
never more to ſhow her his face, 
and that ſhe ſincerely wiſhed he 
might become as ſenſible as he was 
ugly. The word ugly was a thun- 
der-ſtroke to the poor wretch, who 


fancies himſelf an Adonis. He ſic- 
kened upon it: four phyſicians have 
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not been able to keep the fever from 
his brain, and he lies at the point 


of death. If he do dy, his ſtory will 
be one of the moſt tragic in the 
hiſtory of ſelf- love. But alas! who 
is without it? There are ten moments 


in the day, that I think myſelf ſtill 


very young and very handſom, to 
one that 1 think no ſuch thing. 


Did the dutcheſs ſee you as ſhe had 


faid? She is one of the very few 


valuable women. She has much 


religion, wit, and good-humor : Such 


are the perſons I love, though I follow 
them but afar. 


Wonders are related of anocher 


Q : dutcheſs: 


tw] 
dutcheſs*: ſhe is fit to be bound. 


Alas! love, tender love is the cauſe. 


The other day ſhe was fo pleaſed with 


her lover, that ſhe gave him her pic- 


ture ſet in diamonds, which ſhe had 


received the day before from her huſ- 
band. But I muſt tell you that the 
fellow loves play ſtill better than his 
miſtreſs. Having loſt deep, he makes 
no ſcruple to take the huſband aſide, 
and aſk of him a hundred piſtoles 
upon this trinket. The poor dutcheſs 
maddens at this mark of contempt, 
and will needs renounce gallantry in 
good earneſt. Nobody believes her ; 

| 2 mean- 
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7 The dutcheſs of Beauvilliers. 
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E 
meantime ſhe is a pitiable object. 
The paſſions are very dangerous and 
very ridiculous in certain characters. 
Happy they who love nothing f There 
is no news. We paſs our time as 
uſual in laſſitude, and our miniſters 
theirs in building caſtles in the air, 


The inhabitants of Dunkirk are pre- 
paring to celebrate a jubilee. Al. 


moſt a hundred years have they had 
the happineſs of being french, and 
they are about to hail it with ſolemn 
teftivity : this will make the eng- 
Iſh merry too. For my own part, 
1 rejoice to have ſuch a friend as 
you, to whom I can open my ſoul, 
and 
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ſhort. . 


hout fear or 


ing wit 
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my arms are too 


I am, &c. 


reſerve. Come, let me embrace you 


and ſay every th 


but alas! 
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LETTER LXI. 


To the lady-abbeſs of OHELLES.* 


1762, 


IJ Commend to your prayers the 


king, France, and myſelf with all 
the reſt :* the prayers of the faithful 
avail much. We are about to labor 


a a peace; but it is God alone who can 


beſtow it. It is a bleſſing, madam, 


which you are worthy to aſk and to 


obtain, How happy are you to have 


quitted this low and wicked world! 


There are ſome fine ladies that envy 


me, 


' F ormerly mademoiſelle de Rupelmonde. 


1 

me, and I envy their liberty. Reaſon, 
years, the miſery of the times, con- 
tempt of the little vanities of courts, 


which are indeed pitiable when known, 


have cait me into a melancholy that 


makes me diſreliſh every thing. I 
deſired grandeur, and am glutted with 


it. Yet muſt I wear joy on my 


countenance, while I have death at 


my heart. What is the matter with 
you? ſaid a certain perſonage, you 
are not contented ? Sir, ſaid I, I am 


— ready to cry, on finding myſelf 


forced to diſſemble . T he king re- 
members ſtill that you were the orna- 
ment of his court; he regrets and 
admires you : he ſays you now ſerve 
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a better maſter. Alas! I would fain 
ſerve that better maſter, I have an 
impreſſion that the liſtleſneſs, and 
languor which overwhelm me are an 
invitation on his part: but I am weak, 
and continue to wear my chains. I 
ſalute you, madam, with all the re- 
ſpect and affection which your virtue 
claims. Love me, pity me, and 
pray for me. &c. 


= 


LETTER LXII. 


To the duke of NIVERNOIS. 1762. 


\/ OU have then ſeen the capitol 


and the new romans, as they 


call themſelves : it will take you ſome 


time to love them. King George 
received you well, the nobility careſs 
you, and the mobility hiſs you: all 
that we had foreſeen. The point 
is to ſtick to the main chance. You 
mult talk to the pilot and officers of 
the veſſel, and pay no regard to the 
crew murmuring in the hold. The 
ſtory of your Canterbury-fupper has 
afforded us much merriment. It is 

but 
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but juſt; the peace is not made, and 


your hoſt treated you as an enemy. 
The engliſh, you ſay, have generally 
diſapproved the conduct of that honeſt 
entertainer. The reparation is gene- 
rous and ſufficient; but I do not be- 
lieve you will ever ſpp with him 
again. We admire your diſpatches : 
the king is highly pleaſed. We are 
equally ready and willing to yield 
Canada to the engliſh: much good 
do it them ! But for the iſlands and 
Pondicherry, they muſt be ſaved at 
any price. As for the ranſom of the 
priſoners and the Canada-bills, there 
will be no difficulty: it is but a mer- 
chant's draft, to be paid at ſight. I 


beg 
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rget to preſent my 
id by her goodneſs 
we ever commend 


1 } 


is Overpa 


* 
- 


in TECEIVING It 


Ss 


beg you may not 

reſpects to the great lady 

ſent her, 

ourſelves to her, &c. 
Jam, &c. 
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LETTER LXIII. 
To the na of BASCHI. 1762, 


W HAT ſay you to the arch- 
biſhop * p Is not he a pleaſant 


perſonage to come and plague us with 


his bull and his brangles with the par- 


lament, while we are in mortal 


anxieties about the ſucceſs of the war, 


or the negotiations of peace? It is juſt 


as if one called out a man to part 


children fighting in the ſtreet, wile 
his houſe i 1s on fire, 
T am 


FX — — —— 


— of Paris. 
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1 am much provoked, madam : 
what charms do you mean ? I thought 
at firſt it was ſomebody looking at 


you that had ſtoln in the phraſe on 


your account. Alas! my charms are 
gone before me. Let me beg of you 
for the future, to put what kindneſs 
you pleaſe into your letters, but no 
fort of compliment. | 

There 1s good news from London. 
The duke ſends us word that the 
engliſn know how to make war, but 
that they know not how to make 


peace. However, ſome facrifices 


muſt be made: they return us our 


ſugar and callicoes; but we muſt 
give them up our muffs, and all the 
ſnows 
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ſnows of Canada. Much good may 
they do them! The loſs is not great, 
except that of honor, which makes 
our blood run cold. Our friends 
have ſerved us well. | 
I muſt, my dear, tell you a fooliſh 


ſtory. The ambaſſador * whom you 
know, came this morning to pay me 


a viſit, and after the firſt compliments 


he cries out: Indeed, madam, you Have 
fine eyes! I turned towards him, and 
aſked him gravely if he ſpoke to me. 


Ah! to whom elſe ſhould I be ſpeak- 
ing? ſaid he: it is not ſurely to my 


wife. This ſpeech made me laugh, 


and 


1 > hk. Y . * * „ . ; on” 


* The duke of Bedford. 


tak 


and flattered my vanity ſo much, that 


I drefſt myſelf forthwith in roſe- 
color like a little girl. But unfortu- 
nately paſſing before a looking: glaſs, 
I rencountered a meagre phyz of forty, 
I aſked who that woman was: on 
being told it was myſelf, I threw off 
my roſe-colored gown, But talk 
we ſeriouſly, my fair counteſs ; I love 


you with a tenderneſs at which I am 


ſometimes ſurpriſed, and of which I 
ſhould never have believed myſelf 
ſuſceptible for any woman. Be aſſured 


it is the greateſt pleaſure of my life: 


Dolce vita amoroſa : per che fi tardi 
nel mio cor veniti? It is of my friend- 
ſhip for you however that I ſpeak ; 

Vor. II, =: love 
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love deſerves neither my encomiums 


nor my regrets. Take care of your 
health, if you have any regard for 
mine. The fair inſenſible ſalutes you, 
and has given me a kiſs for you, &c. 
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LETTER LXIV. 
7⁰ the dule f NIVERNOITS. 1762, 
I Muſt ever thank you, my lord- 
I duke: you ſend us none but good 


tidings, and your letters themſelves 
are charming. Politics, which render 


ſo many gloomy and. jealous, do but 
render you more amiable, Methinks 
1 fee the London-rabble, with un- 
meaning face, gaze on you as on the 
rhinoceros, and then make faces at 
you. As for the higher people, you 
muſt, you ſay, ſpeak well of them; 
nor do I doubt it. I have known 
perſons of that country, who for man- 


KS: - ners, 
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ners, breeding, magnificence and ſen- 


timents could have ſet us leſſons. 


You have the modeſty to ſay that it is 
to your public character the reception 
is given. Not at all; I dare ſay it 
is to yourſelf, Your merit is ſeen and 
honored; and this you force me to 
tell you. You have been then on the 
royal exchange, and were hooted. 
But why went you thither? I would 
as ſoon go and expoſe myſelf in the 
black foreſt, The engliſh populace 
is neither poliſhed nor amiable ; yet 
perhaps all che better. There are 
who think that if that people thould 
ever become either, it would be no 


longer formidable. 
As 
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not accept upon ſo ſhameful terms. 


ſoften certain articles, as the New- 
foundland-fiſhery, which France can- 


Mr. de Choiſeuil does his 


We always rely on your wiſdom and 


Cultivate 


ingenuity. 


beſt to ſecond you here. 
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our friends: I deſire you may preſent 
them with my reſpectful ſervice, &c. 
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LETTER LXV. 

To the dike of Nivtrnors. 
October, 1762, 
1 Heartily thank you, my lord- 
duke, for your attention and 
punctuality in imparting to me the 
progreſs of your negotiation. It goes 
on rapidly, arid could not be in better 
hands. It was the opinion of the old 
marſhal de Bellifle that there was no 
country in the world, where it was 
eaſter to ſow diſſenſion than in Eng- 


land: there muſt always be two par- 


ties; gain either, and you do your 
buſineſs, while they are doing the 
52 buſineſs 


1 3 
bulineſs of each other. He would 
alſo ſometimes merrily ſay that, were 
he moneyed enough and mad enough 
to purchaſe the crown of England, 
nothing would be eaſier than to find 
auctioneers. After all, the engliſh 
are good people: they are actually 
reaſonable and ſincere in their proce- 
dings. The ſole obſtacle to the peace 
laſt year was the old fox Pitt : he was 
ſenſible of its neceſſity z but would 


have no hand in it, for fear of loſing 


his favor with the populace, to whom 
he well judged it would be odious, 
and in order that he might diſtreſs his 
ſovereign, whenever he ſhould think 
fit. That man is queſtionleſs a very 
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[ 56 ] 
able miniſter ; but he behaved not to 
us like a gentleman laſt year; nor do 
| I know whether he behaves like an 
| honeſt man to his own nation. His 
party is ſtrong, and it is impoſſible to 
bribe ſo numerous a body: in ſuch 
cafe, we muſt ſtrengthen ourſelves 
another way. 

It is certain, my lord-duke, that 
you proceed with infinite addreſs: this 
is an encomium you always merit. 
You will ſhortly have the glory of 


concluding the moſt neceſſary peace 


that ever was, and of laying an end- 
leſs obligation upon your king and 
country, . 

I 


1 57 J 

Is it true that there are many french 
priſoners in England, who have mar- 
ried there, and ſet up manufactures 
of cambric and lawn? Enquire into 
this, if you pleaſe; and ſee whether 
it might be poſſible to prevent the loſs 
of ſo many ſubjects to the king, and | 
of ſo important a branch of trade. 

To conclude, I with you may paſs 
your time as agreably at London as 
the duke of Bedford does his at Paris: 
he takes his pleaſure, and appears 
very gay. His commiſſion is not very 
troubleſom: he has but to ſay yes or ; 
no to what is propoſed to him ; which 
leaves him abundant leiſure for enter- 
tainments. The engliſh cannot laugh 

at 


cC#1 
at home; they wt come to France 
for that purpoſe. As for you, my 
lord-duke, you have ſurely no time 
to unbend: buſineſs muſt entirely 
engroſs you: thoſe ſacred cares 
which concern ones country, are the 
pleaſures of exal ted fouls. I ſalute 
you with all my heart.: I hope you 
will think of the little purchaces you 
know of, and that you will preſent 
my compliments to all our friends. 
Iam, &c, 


* 
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LETTER LXVI. 
T0 the counteſs of Bascur. 1762, 


T T is a fortnight ſince I wrote to 

you, my fweet friend, that is to 
ſay, it is a fortnight ſince I had any 
pleaſure: for at preſent I ſcarce know 
other than that of reading your letters 
and anſwering them. Take always 
good care of your health, and of your 
fine face, which I kiſs tenderly. 

We have had here old king Stanis- 
laus: he is ever chearful, though 
ever devout. His worthy daughter 
imitates him only in the latter: ſhe is 
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a faint whoſe very preſence renders 
miſerable ſinners more miſerable. 

Staniſlaus is fond of the Jeſuits, 

who take the care of his conſcience 

and of his revenues: ſo are both in 


good hands. Yet through regard to 


his rank, his age and his virtues, the 


proſcription of thoſe honeſt brethren 


will not extend to Lorrain. That 


good prince would dy of vexation; and 


it is deſirable that he ſtill ſhould live 


for a pattern to kings, and the benefit 


of his people. A thing aſtoniſhing at 
once and natural is the affection the 


lorrains bear him. Some years ago he 
uſed to ride through the whole coun- 


try in a caleſn. He was attended but 
id 


TS 1 
by a ſingle page in thoſe tours, and 
amuſed himſelf by ſmoking a pipe in 
the turkiſh manner no leſs than fix 
feet long. On its being repreſented 
to him one day that he thus expoſed. 
his ſacred perſon; Ab! what have 7 
to fear, ſaid he, am I not in the midſt 
of my children ? In my judgement, a 
ſublime expreſſion, which ſovereigns 
ought well to ponder. Much were it 
to be wiſhed that they taſted like him 
the happineſs of being beloved, and 
that like him they deſerved to be ſo. 
His goodneſs has gained him the ſur- | 
name of beneficent; which is, to my 
taſte, the greateſt and moſt glorious 


of titles for a king. 
1 


3 

The letters he wrote to the belligerant 
powers in tender of his mediation, 
have not been approved here. Had 
he not been ſo old, he would have 
well foreſeen that it would be diſre- 
garded. A mediator ought to be per. 
fectly neuter: but a father-in-law is 
not deemed to be ſo in a queſtion be- 
tween his ſon-in-law and his enemies. 
Yet this irregular ſtep does him honor 
in the main: he took it through pure 
love of humble humanity ; which 
proves the ceaſeleſs ſport of the am- 
bition of princes. 

You fee, my deareſt, that I ever 
relapſe into morality. It is a ſubject 
I love, and which ſuits me for many 
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enable them to try their fortune an- 


. 


like gameſters, who 


after loſing almoſt their all, make 
ice alſo with us, and 


163 1 
you will taſte them yourſelf 


we rejoice at it 


. Farewel, my charming 


rej 


counteſs, 


» 
1 
-. 


The peace is almoſt concluded, and 


one day as ſtrongly as I now do. 
ſhift to ſave ſome pieces which may 


4 . 


5 
8 


— — 
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LETTER LXVII. 
To the ſame. 


ES, madam, I have ſeen ſome- 
thing of the yew Eloiſa: but I 
had not patience to ſee. her out. 


What a flut that Julia E langes 


What argumentation and cant to con- 
ſent at laſt! I fear poor Rouſſeau 


is a little crackt in ſpite of all his merit. 
He has ſo ſingular notions, he writes 
in ſo odd and arrogant a manner, that 


I have no good opinion of his head- 
piece: for wiſdom is ſimple, ſmooth, 
| mild and ſocial. The man's madneſs 


is to expect admiration from his be- 
havior 


[ 65 J 
havior as well as from his writings: 
He takes as much pains to be whim- 
fical, moroſe, rude, as others to be 
entertaining, chearful and polite: 
Some time ago having learnt that he 
was poor, I wanted to ſend him a 
trifle. But I was appriſed that, in 
order to perform this good work, I 
muſt uſe ſome artifice to elude his 


to call 1t. I ſent therefore a perſon who 
carried him ſome muſic to copy. He 
executed the taſk, for which I had not 
the ſmalleſt occaſion; and a hundred 
louis were told him down for his 
pains. No, no: it is too much, ſaid 
the hangman, I muſt have but twelve 


delicacy, or his pride, as you pleaſe 


Vol. II. F livres. x 
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bores.” Taking therefore twelve livres, 
he left the reſt, and ſhut himſelf up 
immediately in his cavern in order to 
hug and admire himſelf. You will 


own to me, my dear, that this is an 


original of a new ſpecies. The an- 

cient cynics deſpiſed every thing, gold, ] 

table, pleaſures, and kings, in order 4 

to value only themſelves. Poor f 

Rouſſeau is not unlike thoſe philoſo- li 

phers, and is but the mote to be de 

pitied. The cynics were honored blo 

N with numerous admirers, and had WI 
ſometimes the ſatisfaction of inſulting. 


kings who were kind enough to come 
and fee them. But thoſe days are no 


more, and I do not belieye that ever 
John- 


TS 1] 
John- James will have the pleaſure of 
ſaying to Lewis XV. Get away from 


between me and the ſun. Yet I admire 
his eloquence and his ſtrength of ſtile. 


I have done good to perſons of much 


— 


leſs value than he, and gladly would 
have obliged him, if he had ſo choſen. 


After all, the man is not an author 
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for me: he is too gloomy, ever grow- | 
ling, ſnapping, wrangling; and that | 
does not pleaſe me. I am for a philo- i 
ſophy amiable, gentle, touching, 
without wire-drawn quibblings, law- 
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yers argumentations, and above all 
without ill-humor. Are not you of 
my taſte. : 
F 2 Show 
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Snow Luis letter to nobody: let us 
read and judge the books for ourſelves, 
without arrogance or affectation. 
Here is a long letter about nothing; 
but I had nothing to tell you, and! 
love to write to you. I could tell 
you that we are going to have peace, 
that this peace will be an humbling 
one; that the count 1s ever pleaſing 
to the king, and that I love you with 
my whole heart : -but all this you 
Rnow. Farewel, my friend, remem- 
ber always the fair goddeſs, who is 
nd longer either goddeſs or fair, and 
who cares not much about the matter 


892 
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LETTER LXVIIL 
Je To the fame. 1762, 
* OU are always talking to me 
| about poor M——,* I ſuffer 
him, but am not obliged to eſteem 


. 


— 


2 


* — n 6 oy 


him. TI tell him ſometimes: My 
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« poor friend, you ought to conſider 


* os — 
. 
* 
* ho 
1 * N 
2828 
* 


« what you were, rather than what 


bk 


« you are: I was in hopes that vanity 
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would make you a gentleman, and 
I have been diſappointed. You 
« aſſume airs of a man of faſhion, 

| E 3 ce that 


The marquis of Marigni, madam's brother; 
formerly mr. Poiſſon, that is, mr. Fiſh, 
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« that are inſupportable in thoſe that 
e are born men of faſhion, but ridi- 
“ culous in a man like you. ”” edt; 
he hears all this, owns me in the 
right, thanks me, and goes directly to 
have himſelf dubbed my lord by '» BM 
and ſuch fellows. As I deſpair of 
mending him, I have reſolved to let him 
incur the hatred and contempt of thoſe 


who have the misfortune to approach 


him, ſince he is callous to both. | 
too ſometimes call him my lord, and 


he ſees not that I mock him. But 
leave we the poor fellow, and let us 


talk of you, my dear, You are good, 
unaffected, decent; you know the 
world, 
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world, which eſteems you; every- 
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you. Continue to make yourſelf 
eſteemed: it is the only ſolid pleaſure 
of life, and I ſhall ſtrive to ſhare it 
with you. I fancy to myſelf that the 


great qualities of the perſons I love 
are alſo mine: ſuch is the delicacy of 

hearts which feel a mutual fondneſs 
like ours. 

What ſhall I tell you about the 
duke of B 25 We received him 
as an angel of peace: but that angel 
as old and unamiable. He paid me 
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11 
a viſit in form, and I received him 
8 without ceremony. He talks Pretty 
well, but reaſons very badly; and 
appears to me to have no clear head: 
ſo is he the beſt ambaſſador that could 
have been ſent us. The firſt quality 
of a public miniſter is that of lying 
well for the good of his country. 
The duke lies like the reſt, but he has 
not the art of lying well. They ſay 


_ allo that he loves the piſtoles of Spain, | 


and has no averſion to the louisdors 
of France; and that he holds it an 
inviolable rule, firſt to conſult his 
Own intereſt, and then that of others. 
1 with it were true, but 1 do not be- 

lieve 


E 33 9 
lieve it: he is rich enough to be out 
of temptation. Our miniſters have 
daily conferences with him: he talked 
at firſt very big. As this was ex- 
pected, it did not terrify. In five or 
ſix hours' time all his ſecrets were 
ſmoked, what he meant to tell, and 
what he meant not to tell, without 
his excellences ſuſpecting aught 
of the matter: ſo that it is now as 
well known what the conditions of 


peace will be, as if it were already 


concluded with the king of Great- 
Britain, France, and Ireland. But 
now we twang thoſe fine titles of good 
king George, the duke of Burgundy 

having 
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1 
having ſeen them in a book, aſked 
his governor yeſterday, whether there 
mere two kings of France, and whether 
his grandpapa had a collegue. He was 
anſwered that his grandpapa was 
really king of France, but that there 
was another perſon who pretended to 
be ſo. The little prince burſt out a 
laughing, and thought that other muſt 
be a very odd man. 

You doubtleſs know that poor Lally 
is lately arreſted : he is accuſed of ex- 
tortion, embezzlement, and all man- 
ner of crimes, excepting only cowar- 
diſe. He is about to be ſerved with 
his impeachment; I pity all the un- 
fortunate: 


11 
fortunate: yet juſtice requires his 
ſuffering, if he has deſerved it. I am 
very unfortunate too, though in an- 
other way. The public miſery laid 
to my charge, the hatred of my ene- 


mies, wearineſs of the court, a bad 
health growing daily worſe, the wrin- 
kles which I begin to perceive upon 
my face, and which others have per- 
ceived before me; everything in a 
word conduces to render my ſituation 
as diſmal as others believe it pleaſing, 
Yet am I not wholely pitiable, ſince I 
haye a friend, to whom I can open 
all my ſoul, who ſincerely pities 
and conſoles me. Who wauld have 

told 


1 

told me, a dozen years ago, that ] 
ſhould ſtand in need of conſolations? 
Farewel, my deareſt; J am going to 
weep and think of you. | 
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LETTER LXIX. 


To the marſhal ar NOAILLES. 1 


W HA you write to me on the 

ſubject of the preſent negotia- 
tion with England is perhaps but too 
true. She is almoſt as much burdened 
as we; ſhe has an enormous and 
alarming debt; her wealth is but 
paper, and what ſupports her is ſolely 


her credit, which begins however to 


fink, Perhaps, if the war continued 
but one other year, the engliſh would 
be driven to bankrupcy, or to reduce 
the intereſt of their funds; which 
were to them equally fatal, and we 

ſhould 
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ſhould be amply avenged. All theſe 
reaſons I comprehend; I approve 
them, and am obliged to you for 
them. But the king is weary of the 
war ; he is maſter, and muſt be 
obeyed. Nevertheleſs, dear marſhal, 
continue me your hints; the ſingu- 
larity of my ſituation renders them 
neceſſary for me, and the ſuperiority 
of your lights makes me value them 
as highly as they deſerve. _ 


But why will you not come to 


court? you would there find ſincere 
friends, to whom you might be uſe- 
ful, and who in their turn would be 
happy to ſerve you. Conſider beſides, 
that it is very inconyenient to have 
3 | | no 


Cy i] 
no other way of conferring but by 
letter: I do not tell you the half of 
what I ſhould by word of mouth, and 
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you cannot write to me half the things 

you could ſay, and which J have need 
to know. But you love your repoſe, 

and your liberty: alas! you are much 


in the right, I envy you. Your ſon 
will be a gentleman worthy of you: 
but he is not yet ſo much a philoſo- 
pher as his father: for he loves the 
world, like all young folks who 
know it not; and he will make his 


way. Your excellence may be aſſured 
that there is a certain perſon who will 


lend him every poſſible hand, and 
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: who has already done a {mall matter 


for him, till ſomewhat better come. 


But to return to the engliſh, do not 


you think it is very hard to pay the 
| ſubſiſtence of the priſoners they made 


from us? On this ſubject occurs a 
compariſon, which to me ſeems a juſt 
one. Suppoſing a man ſhould go and 
kidnap in the ſtreet the children of his 
neighbor, ſhall he therefore have a 
right to keep them ſeven years, and 
then inſiſt that the neighbor ſhall pay 


their board, when they are reſtored 
him? Is not this a double injuſtice? 
But unfortunately juſtice is out of the 


queſtion : force has carried off the 


king's children, and force exacts pay- 


ment 


t 1 
ment of their expences. God be 
praiſed for every thing! but things 


go ſhockingly in this world, as ſaid 


the philoſopher Martin. 


I embrace all your family : when 


ſhall you ſend me little Harriet? T 
ſadly long to ſee her, though every 
time ſhe renews my grief by recalling 
to my mind my dear Alexandrina, 
who had like her a good heart and 
fine face. Alas! death mercileſly 
ſnatcht her from me, when I was upon 
the point of marrying her, and that in 
twenty-four hours* time. How I do 
hate that death, not ſo much on my 
own account, as that of the perſons I 


love, whom he plucks out of my 


Vor. II. G arms! 
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arms! Could I write verſes, like Vol. 


taire, what a ſatire I ſhould make 
upon him! but alas! I know it, in 
vain. . ö | 

I beg you will examine Dubret's 
memorial: I have but haſtily glanced 
it for want of time; but I believe 
there is ſomething in it. I ſhould be 
overjoyed that his project proved ſalu- 
tary and practicable in the beginning 
of the peace. France needs a good 
regimen to recover. She is a patient 
getting out of a dangerous diſtemper, 
and who cannot be too guarded againſt 
a relapſe. There are numbers of phy- 
ſicians daily addreſſing to the miniſtry/ 
medicines, which they pronounce ex- 
| 1 cCeellent 


33 } 
cellent and infallible: but we dread 


quacks and empirics. Do you, my 


lord, who are ſo well acquainted with 


the diſorder of the ſtate, ſupply us 


with good and fafe remedies; or at 


leaſt aſſiſt us to reject the bad ang to 
know them. I expect a letter, and 
will have a very long one at once for 
my delight and my inſtruction. F are- 
wel, my lord; be perſwaded that no 
one holds you in higher eſteem than 
does your humble fervant. 
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LETTER IXX. 
To the counteſs of BASCHI. 1762. 


T laſt, after ſix weeks confe- 
rences, compliments and patience, 

the preliminaries of peace are con- 
cluded ; at which everybody rejoices; 
for the war was a horrible burden. 
The king was returning from the 
chace, when they were preſented to 
him. He ſigned them in his boots, 
declaring that he never had ſigned any 
thing with more pleaſure. I believe 
however that the peace of 1735, by 
which he got Lorrain, was ſtill more 
pleaſing to ſign : but this perhaps his 
majeſty 


E 2 


majeſty does not now remember. His 


goodnature ſtands here confeſt, and 
his love for his ſubjects; for he finds 
no other advantage in the peace than 
that of relieving his people: but this 
to a good king is a great deal. Do 
not you admire the ſingular confor- 


mity between the fortune of this ex- 
cellent prince and that of Lewis XIV.? 
Both had been proſperous, feared and 
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forty years; to which ſucceeded a 
long and deplorable chain of calamity, 
loſs, and diſtreſs. What days alas! 


Could I ever have thought to live 


long enough to ſee Lewis the well- be- 


/oved a compaſſionable object, to whom 
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an arrogant victor vouchſafes the 
favor of peace? A ſoldier, who ſerved 
in the laſt war under matſhal Saxe, 
fade änſwer one diy to ſome foreig- 
hers Who aſked him his country: I 
| Babe the honor to be & frenchman. Who 
Would dare to ſay as much at this day! 
Meantite all are in high glee about 
theſe preliminaries: all are embracing, 
tarcfling, congratulating. I wiſh joy 
av not make us as mad, as forrow 
made us miſerable. 

Yeſterday the little marchioneſs 
whom you know, ran up to me 
breathleſs, ſweating, palpitating. Is 
it true, madam, ſaid ſhe to me, that 
the peace is made? No, madam, ſaid I 

to 


* 


2 


1 
to her; but it will be made. Ah! 
when, madam, replied ſhe, for God's 
ſake when will it be made? I aſkt her 
what intereſt ſo touching ſhe took in 
the peace. She began to bluſh and 
play the child. At length I urged 
her, and diſcovered that there was an 
amiable man in the army, whom ſhe 
wiſhed very well, and that ſhe heartily 
hated war and loved peace, upon his 
account. There 1s a ſpecimen of our 
fair patriots. 
To morrow I go to Belle. vue, * 
I ſhall hope for the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you. Alone ſhall I be in the midſt of 
the croud, and ſhall ſee none but you, 
who are more to me than all beſides. 
G 4 1 


191 
I defire you will give for me two 
hundred louis to the little La Vergue: 
I love that girl for her good behavior 
and her wit; nor ſhall I ceaſe to do her 
kindneſs, while ſhe continues to deſerve 
it. But ſhe muſt not know this comes 
from me: ſo ſhall we both avoid the 
appearance of vanity. I am well, 
and my brother ; and you too, I hope. 
Farewel: I have not a long time been 
in ſo good humor as at preſent, by 
reaſon of this peace which muſt re- 
Joice everybody, and becauſe I expect 
| ſhortly to embrace you. 

If you ſee that great hog of Na— 
buffet him well for me. I underſtand 
he has been wondrous gay in a certain 


R | place. 


11 
place. I ſhould be glad to know 
whether a loyal knight ought to riot 
in the abſence of his dame. Oh hor- 
rid ! To eat a burning aumelet from a 
poor girl's bare backſide. The ad- 
venture has tranſpired in ſpite of all 
his cunning, and is generally allowed 
to be a very paltry and cruel prank. 
We know even his accomplice. They 
have, it is ſaid, given the girl fifty 
louis: that is ſomething, but no equi- 
valent to the martyrdom which ſhe 
muſt have undergone. It muſt be 


owned that the world 1s ſometimes 


very mad and miſchievous. Women 
themſelves will alſo begin to exhibit. 
Some ladies, that have been named to 

me, 
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me, returning from the country laſt 

week, ſtopt at an inn to refreſh them- 
ſelves; and ſitting down to drink; 

they broke the glaſſes and panes in 

jolly emulation of the romps of men, 

What women | Farewel, once more, 

Do not you bid me have done? 


I. ET TER LXXI, 
To the | ſame. 1762. 


Y pleaſure in ſeeing you has 
WR ben very ſnort, my deat 
counteſs: I know no other way of 
recalling it and of conſoling myſelf, 
than that of writing to you. You 
know that we were as much tranſported | 
at the concluſion of the preliminaries, 
as a pobr dying patient, to whom the 
phyſician announces recovery. But 
very different news is the following. 
The engliſh, that is to ſay, the mer 
chants and the low people, are ſpout - 
ing fire and fury; they talk of hang- 
ing 
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18 
ing the miniſter who ſhall dare to 
make peace, the miniſter who ſhall 
negotiate it, and the miniſter who 
ſhall approve it. The poor duke of 


B——=* is a pitiable object, and trem- 
bles at the very idea of the reception 
he muſt meet at his return. : But, ſay 
you, has not the king of England 
power to put an end to the war, and 
to make peace, when he thinks fit? 
By your leave, madam, he has the 
power. For what then has poor 
B 


egregiouſly ignorant: do you not 


to tremble? Madam, you are 


know that in England there is one 
king 


Cc: — 
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who ſojourns at-: St. Jameſes, ſeven or 


eight hundred other kings who aſſem- 


ble in parliament, and ſeven or eight 
millions who inhabit the cities and 
country? When the king of St. 
Jameſes does any thing that diſpleaſes 
the other ſovereigns, they begin with 
murmuring, ſcribbling, caballing; 
then they hang his miniſters, and cut 
off his own head, or ſend him a pac- 
king, if they can. The ſame man 
who kiſſes his hand to day for a place, 
ſhall make war upon him to-morrow, 
if refuſed a ſecond; proteſting always 
that he has no object but the public 
good. You fee therefore, madam, 
that it is not ſo eaſy to conclude war 
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| 1 4 3 
as to commence it in that country of 
liberty and ſpleen. Yet I think the 
work is too far advanced to break off: 
we have many friends at the court of 
London and in parliament they 
muſt finiſh what is ſo happily begun. 
I write therefore to the fair lady, who 
is ſo deſirous of peace, not to loſe 
courage, but to hope the beſt. 
Yeſterday was hunted down the 
fineſt ſtag of the park of Fontaine- 
*bleau : my knight came, and on his 
knees preſented to me the piece of 
honor. This gallantry 1 received 
with the air of a queen; as a natural 
omage paid to my beauty; for 1 
fancied myſelf young and handſom: 
| 3 but 
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but to day I fancy ſo no more. Tell 
madam de L—— that I ſhall fee her 
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with pleaſure: I have already forgot 


the, trick ſhe played me, but not her 
merit, which I conſider before all 
things: for it is better to be juſt than 
to be angry. I embrace you: will 
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you not give me a new agreable ſur- 
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priſe? 
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LETTER LXXII. 
T0 the ſame. 
OU had no need, my dear 
Friend, to recommend the mar- 
quis: everybody eſteems him. I never 
knew a clearer head, or one more 
adapted to buſineſs. But I muſt not 
forget to tell you that I had like to 
have broke my own. The point was 


to paſs through a door: a lady would 


have me to go firſt, and I would by 
no means. Stepping back in the 
midſt of this noble diſpute, what does 
my foot but entangle in my gown; 
and I, but fall on my face? It has 


colt 


. 


82-1] 


coſt me however only a little bump, 


which is a glorious mark of my goods 
breeding. | 

Here will quickly be played Blip 
at court: will not you come thither ? 
we have in this court abundance of 
men that are indeed ugly as Eſop, 
but very few fo wiſe. I ſhould be 
glad this could mend them, or at leaſt 
make them more modeſt. The queen 
mentioned you yeſterday, and enquired 
how you did : ſhe has great eſteem 
and friendſhip for every one of your 
ſtamp. This good princeſs is queſtion- 


leſs the virtuous woman, painted by 


that jewiſh king who was o fond of 
women : ſhe ſuſtains her age, her in- 
Yor. II. 0% firmities, 
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1 
firmities, her forrows (for ſome the 
has) with a courage which fills me 
with admiration and aſtoniſhment. 


Her example exhibits the beauty of 


holines. The king lives always 
with her, as an honeſt man lives with 
the wife he values; he is deeply 
touched with her virtue, and I believe 
that, if he ſurvives her, he will ſin- 
cerely regret her. Shall 1 tell you 
moreover what you know, that the 
dauphin does not love me? He yeſter- 
day gave me a new proof. He was 


paſſing in the gallery, and we met 


face to face near the door. I dropt 


him. a profound courteſy, but he 


turned away his head with diſdain. 


His 


1 99 J 
His diſlike greatly grieves me, but 
renders me not unjuſt, That prince 
has great qualities, a good heart, and 
perhaps too much devotion : but in this 
article I imagine too much is better than 
too little. The thing for which J moſt 
admire him, is his attachment to the 
king: he loves him tenderly, and is 
perhaps the only heir who would ſned 
fincere tears at the death of his father. 
Thoſe virtues are rare, nor the leſs 
beautiful. | 
I ſometimes examine my conſcience, 
an when I there find a ſincere and 
natural regard for the good and true, 
I am ſmitten with a tendency towards 
a little ſelf-eſteem. I know that this 
H 2 does 


6 
> »* & * 
12 9 
: x7 1731 1 
: 1 3 1 
4 2 15 4 
& i "+ 
- Ty {4-3 . * 
. =) * 7 } J 
308 * ? , 
1 ti 
y 0 - 
F 1 + 
Ir 1719 Fa = 
44 . 7 
i : y i * 4 5 
35H BE. 4 "= 
8 
c r 
8 ol” «© 
* Nn 1 
inne 
5 7 114 Q 
* 74 4 7 + 
+ 7; TY N 
75 : * 
1 1 j | 
+: 24 46.66 ' 
t N * 
; 45 4 Y 
Ez 1 
i T 
105 7 9 
1 
I 4 
8 FH 4 | 
7 7 
n 4 
1 F. 14 A 4+ , 
MM: | $3 5+ £ 
bf: 4 4 4 
* 
9 « 7 
1 N 
IF * * | / $ i 
x THE 
T3: 79 + Iv 2 
5Y — 11 2 4 y 
1 1 a 
4: 184; 77 3 4 
18 1 
48 4 7 
1 . n 
W nl 
4. 8+ Fd ? 
\ IP : ? z 
A 3 | 5-7 þ 
1 . f p 4 ö : 
5 A T 
2 10 . j 
CY "Sf 3 1 
$i} Fs 1 
— 2 ! 
EE 4 1 
„ 
* 81 " — 1 
t . 1 
by : , [4 '$ A 
V+ bc . + d ; 
} : 101 1 
4? 334 WER 
43" $3.58 
1-9 + RE 2 
13 + + * 
4 {1 7 "LY 
IE 4 8 A 
341% £1 EET 
1 8% 7 
3 Es, 4 
«$1145 0 * 
1 FP 7? 4 ( 
$1 2328 FF 4 
— = 7 
; | f 9 * 1 
; f 4: 1. 
y x bs 
1 * 497 
3 + * 4 1 Ls 
n {3.8 :Y 
x 4.3 
: * i 4 
. «3 48 8 
- 1 * 1 o 
7 5 þ & * 
[ 1 1 
— 
5 ; ug T 
| -F 
& j 7 
* 1 1 
: Pl 1 
i i 
1 5 * „ K& / 
117 Ly \ 1 
342. 6% - 
os | 5 5 
” þ 4 1 
n 3. 
11 111 
11 1 
* F : 
33 11 
9 : Þ 5 
} 5 : = 
3 . . -Y 
179 17 E i 
$2 i E 
11 e ; 
3: : ty” * 
» 1 7 * ö ; 
1 1 f £ 
4 E 4, wy 
of 5 8 * 
** 4 
19 * | ; 
5 LR 
7 4 * 7 7 
. 
1: 8.38% 
4 3 388 
* 1 
F = IS 
F * $54 I” 
: 4 1 x+ 
i > I 2 Kt » 
þ 4 Ct 
iv 8 { | 
. : "IRE 
i N 
IN 1 
1 1 
4 N 1 7 
; \ +8: 3 
«8. 1 x 
=S * $1} 
i ; 
+ Þ 7 
inne 
, 
| © | : * 
| j 7: 
$7 2 11 
5 +FK 1 i 
4 > 1 «1 
. ? ” 5 
1 . | 
143 ; 4 
x : : % A 
+ ; y 
5-485 BM 
. ; * 7 
9 1 N 
1 HG 5 
N 1127 
FRS py 
3 
148 
13k =. 
2 * 
wh i :* 
„ 4 1 -L 
5 8 
7 
1 3 
* X 
4 * 4 
. 5 
7 
5 1 
2 - 
1 | | 
1 5 4 
N % 1 
1 y 
in #; 
1 N j \ 
: ; if 
. 5 
oF x 
1 * U 
: N 
J I 
17 & 
TW Uh 
. 6 81 
: l j 
N 24 
1 . 
9 US; $ 
. 5 I p 
3 y 
4 $* 
1 
5 
. 


43 


E 
does not ſuffice, and that virtue con- 
ſiſts of ſomewhat more than ſentiment. 
Yet I hope that in conſequence of 
loving and longing for her, ſhe at 
length will come. Again do you ſe 
me plunged into morality ; never 
made I ſo many reflexions : it is a na- 
tural effect of age. If they tire you, 
paſs them: but love me ſtill. Fare- 
wel, my deareſt; embrace me firſt on 
one cheek, and then on the other: 
good night, I am juſt going to bed 
and to dream of you, " © Þ 


E 


LETTER LXXIII. 
To the archbiſhop of PARIS. 


Have received your graces letter, 
which ſurpriſes and affli ts me. It 
is here complained that the clergy 
make too much noiſe about nothing: 
I know at leaſt that they cruelly vex 
the king, I could wiſh that certain 
prelates, inſtead of looking upon 
themſelves as fathers of the church, 
and iſſuing mandates which the par- 
liament burns and the nation deſpiſes, 
would on the contrary ſet us the ex- 
ample of moderation, modeſty, and 
the love of peace. I am willing to be- 


H 3 lieve 


L 


lieve that your confeſſion- tickets are 


excellent things; but charity is a ſtill 
more excellent. I tell you here in the 
bitterneſs of my ſoul that theſe quar- 
rels grieve me, becauſe they grieve 
the beſt of kings, and give ſcandal to 
the whole kingdom. If I miſtake 


however, I pray God to enlighten me. 


But at the ſame time I was willing to 


come to a clearance once for all with 


you. As for your jeſuits you muſt 
give them up to the juſtice of the par- 
liaments. A man who knows them 
well, told me yeſterday that they 
never did one good thing beſide bring- 
ing the bark from Peru, and that 


their ſociety has been the ſcourge of 
| every 


1 
if 
4 


ſe 
{0 


103 ] 
every king and ſtate that have granted 
them toleration. It were impoſſible 
for me to ſerve them: but even 
though I could I would not; I tell it 
you plainly. It appears that they 
have deſerved to be deftroyed: in 
which caſe, let them be ſo. I beſeech 
you therefore, my lord, talk no more 


to me of the matter, and leave the 


king at reſt. Remember you were a 
ſubject before you were a biſhop. 


Yet you are my paſtor; and I beg 


your holy benediction. 

P. S. I this moment receive a 
huge packet of letters: biſhops be- 
ſeeching my intereſt in favor of the 


ſociety. I thus perceive in the king- 
H 4 dom 
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dom an almoſt general combination of 


the clergy to ſave it, while almoſt all 


the laity unite to ſuppreſs it, and with 


great reaſon. I am going to beg alſo 


thoſe biſhops to let me alone, and to 


give me their holy benediction. 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


To the duke of BROGL1O. 
V OU joke me, my lord. duke, 


with your compliments. I was 
greatly affected with your diſgrace, 
and I murmured within myſelf to ſee 


a man of ſpirit on ill terms with his 


prince, while ſo many little low crin- 
ging fellows lift aloft their heads, and 
fancy themſelves ſomething, becauſe 


they are ſuccesful. The king was 


much prepoſſeſſed, but at length he 
has opened his eyes to your merit, and 
the daftard envy of your enemies. 


True it is that I dropt a hint upon the 
ſubject, 
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ſubject, which has perhaps done it no 


harm : ſuch is your obligation to me, 
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or rather mine to you: for my duty 


ARES * 


and my pleaſure are to ſerve oppreſſed 
merit. All the foreigners I ſee are 
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inceſſantly extolling you, particularly 
the ſpaniſh ambaſſador, who 1s a critic 
in men. I am very ſorry that your 
friend ſhould have quitted us to go 
to Denmark : ſome ground of diſcon- 
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tent has been given him, and ſome 
beginning of repentance has been 
made. What ſhall become then 
of France, if we diſguſt the only 
men who can adorn or defend her? 
Yet is there ſtill a remedy, if he is 
not 
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s faction. 


nor are we diſ- 
him ſa 
To return to your grace, I repeat 


ati 
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not too far engaged 
give 


— 


but no more of your thanks. 


lined to 
it, J am overjoyed to ſee you again 


me 


amongſt us in favor, honor, and con- 


tent 
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LETTER LXXV. 
To zur. d' ALEM BERT. 


OU have done me pleaſure by 
communicating to me your re- 
ſolution with regard to going among 
the barbarians. You ſcorn, but po- 
litely, refuſe offers, that would have 
dazzled moſt others. Such conduct 


is noble and generous: everybody ap- 


proves it. It is more glorious for a 


philoſopher to enjoy at peace, in the 
heart of his country and in mediocrity, 
the reputation he has acquired by his 
labors, than to go to ſeek elſewhere 
riches and honors; which, after all, 


would 


1 109 

would not render him happier. I 
have read ſomewhat of your work 
upon the jeſuits, and think it as finely 
written as it is ſtrong and rational. 
Thoſe folks have doubtleſs earned 
their diſgrace, and methinks they are 
ſtill treated with indulgence. I am 
amazed that your friend Voltaire 
ſhould be filent about them; he who 
does ſo fine things upon every occur- 
rence. I repeat to you in concluſion, 
that every one praiſes and admires 
your conduct, which deſerves to be 
rewarded, and ſhall be fo. 

I am, &. 
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'4Þ 
To mr. d"ALEMBERT. 


Y OU have done me pleaſure by 
communicating to me your re- g 
ſolution with regard to going among e 
the barbarians. You ſcorn, but po- 2 
litely, refuſe offers, that would have i 
dazzled moſt others. Such conduct - 
is noble and generous: everybody ap- ” 
proves it. It is more glorious for a 9 
philoſopher to enjoy at peace, in the 3 
re 


heart of his country and in mediocrity, 
the reputation he has acquired by his 
labors, than to go to ſeek elſewhere 
riches and honors ; which, after all, | 
would 


l 109 ] 
would not render him happier. I 
have read ſomewhat of your work 
upon the jeſuits, and think it as finely 


written as it is ſtrong and rational. 


Thoſe folks have doubtleſs earned | 


their diſgrace, and methinks they are 
ſtill treated with indulgence. I am 
amazed that your friend Voltaire 
ſhould be ſilent about them; he who 
does ſo fine things upon every occur- 
rence. I repeat to you in concluſion, 
that every one praiſes and admires 
your conduct, which deſerves to be 
rewarded, and ſhall be fo. 
I am, &c. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 
| To mr. de voir AIR k. 


1 Thank you much for the book 

you ſent me; everything in it is 
beautiful, everything true; and you 
are always the firſt man in the world 
for writing and for thinking. You 
have great reaſon to preach toleration ; 


but the ignorant cannot, and the hy- 


pocrites will not und-rſtand you. 
When the execution of the unfortunate 


Calas was mentioned to me, I thought 


at firſt the ſcene had paſſed among 
cannibals: but I was told it had juſt 
happened 


2 


F 4 14 


| happened among the ſavages of Tou- 


touſe, in a city where the holy inqui- 
fition has been founded; and I no 
longer wondered. I read ſome paſſages 
of your work to the king, who was 
touched with them. He is firmly 
reſolved to avenge and reſtore the 
memory at leaft of that venerable old 
man: for my part, I ſhould not be 
ſorry that his judges were ſent to the 
galleys. The good town of Toulouſe 
is ſaid to be wondrous devout : God 
preſerve me from ever being devout 
in ſuch manner , 
Too return to you, my dear fir; is 
it poſſible to write on with ſo much 
ſpirit 


1 
ſpirit at your age? Continue to in- 
ſtruct mankind: great is the need: 


as for me, I ſhall not ceaſe to read 


and to admire you. Somebody had 
the inſolence tother day to addreſs 
to me verſes moſt injurious to the king 
and to myſelf. One perſon would 
inſiſt that it was you who had written 
them. I retorted that they could not 
be yours, becauſe they were bad ones, 
and becauſe I had never done you any 
harm: you thus ſee what I think at 
once of your genius and your juſtice. 
I willingly forgive my own enemies, 


but do not fo eaſily forgive the ene- 


mies of his majeſty; nor ſhould 1 


greatly 


Ci 


70 
WI 
me 
cer 


bee 
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the 
you 
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drop 
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greatly grieve, if the author of thoſe 


ſame verſes were to ſpend ſome time 


at Bicetre, to mourn his ſins, his 


calumnies and his poetry together. 


Is it true that you have been dange- 


rouſly ill, and received the ſacrament 
with an exemplary devotion? The for- 
mer piece of news I learnt with con- 
cern, the latter with fatisfaCtion 
becauſe it confirms me in the good 
opinion I ever entertained of you on 
the ſcore of religion. Yet do what 
you will, you never will ſhut the 
mouths of your deſpicable, but dan- 


gerous enemies. Mr. d' Argouge 


dropt on the ſubject: Ah the old ſin- 
ner he never believes in God, but when 


Vol. II. 1 he 
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be bas the fever. I rated him ſoundly, 
; declaring that there was neither truth 
nor charity in ſuch inſinuation. Fare- 
wel, my Phebus; the good accounts 

I have of your health are ſupremely 
Pleaſing: my pleafure were complete, 
could I do you any, and ſee France in 
better condition. 


1 115 J 


LETTER LXXVIL 
Fo the counteſs of B Asen I. 


Saw yeſterday, my fair counteſs; 
tlie exhibition of pictures at the 


Louvre: where I found my own face 


in ſeveral places; and yet it nowhere 
pleated me. I own, in all humility, 
that it was no fault of the painters : I 
came only too ſoon into the world, 


A face of forty differs widely from 4 


face of eighteen; and, whatever be 


one's fortitude, one thinks not of that 


without feeling. I hold it a gencral 


maxim, that a fine woman fears death 
„ leſs 


1 
leſs than the loſs of her prime: who- 
ever maintains the contrary is either a 
liar or a beaſt. 

But now I think of it, however 
odly : I have received the viſit of the 
little wife of the new financer. . She 
expreſſed a thouſand regards for me, 
in that coarſely-kind and ſincere way, 
of which I am fo fond. The new 
miniſter plumes himſelf on being an 
honeſt man: alas! they are all fo 
four and twenty hours. He has be- 
gun his reform with the king's 
breeches, whom he yeſterday aſked 


how many pair he might uſe in a year, 


Why, ſaid the king, I am often on 


1 8 horſe- 


1 
horſebac; I ſuppoſe I may wear a 
pair in three days. That amounts in 
all to but about ten dozen, ſaid the 
controuler: behold the breeches ſtated 
to your majeſty's account laſt year; 
only nine hundred pair. The ſpirited 
economiſt went next to the madams 
of France, and pulling out of his 
pocket ſome pairs of white gloves, 
begged to know how they liked them. 
They are very pretty, ſaid the prin- 
ceſſes. Very well, replied the con- 
trouler, they ſtand me in but twenty- 
pence a pair; yours ſtood you in fifty: 
I ſhall have the honor to ſupply you 
for the future. You ſee, my dear, 
that the man begins well: but there 
- 3 3 


B 
are greater reforms to make than that 
of breeches or gloves. We want to 
borrow : but the french have nothing 
to lend, and foreigners will lend no- 
thing. Our credit is gone : we have 
now neither mortgages, nor free funds 
for the ſecurity of the lenders. Laval 


was telling yeſterday that a portugueſe | 


general having occaſion for money, 


* N 
applied to ſome merchants who lent 


him two hundred thouſand piſtoles 
on his beard. I do not know what 
value the dutch, for inſtance, may 
ſet on the king's beard; but I am 
very ſure they would not lend twenty 
cdlucats on that pledge. * here was 
a talk ſome time ago of hanging the 

2 flarmers- 


1 19 J 
farmers-general: but they have 
powerful friends, who pretend that 

they are the pillars of the ſtate; : 
while others alledge that they ſup- 
port the ſtate, like the rope which 
ſupports a wretch on the gallows : 
what think you? One thing certain 
is, that we are in abject miſery. Here- 
tofore France was hated, but feared : 
now ſhe is hated and deſpiſed. 
Though women be in general very 
indifferent about public matters, I 
neither can nor ought to be ſo: for 
which reaſon my letters have almoſt 
always a dull twang of politics, 
which were intolerable to any other 


than yourſelf, 
I 4 =. 
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I muſt not forget to tell you that 
the ſmall-pox has been raging here 
ſome time: it has killed twenty in a 
fortnight, and worſe than Killed 


fifty others. Beware then of bringing 


at preſent your pretty face hither: 


I had almoſt as lief ſee you dead as 


ugly. I embrace you, my tender 


friend : ſtrive to find ſome ſolace for 
our ſeparation; and if any you do find, 


fail not to impart it. Farewel. 


al 


TC: 


LETTER LXXVIII. 
To the ſame. 


Yet tremble at the news I am 


| going to tell you. A lifeguard- 


man has been four:d covered with blood 


and wounds in his poſt. ah! who 


put him in that pickle? ſay you. 


Patience, madam, and hear me. On 
being queſtioned about his aſſaſſins, 
he anſwers that they were two ugly- 
looking fellows, who wanted to force 


their way into the king's apartment. 


This adventure appeared aſtoniſhing, 


and ſpread a general alarm. He was 
reexamined, and at length it was diſ- 
| covered 


- 
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covered from his anſwers, that 
his aſſaſſin was himſelf. You muſt 
now be made acquainted with the 
poor fellow's motives. He counted 
that by giving himſelf five or fix 
flaſhes in no very dangerous parts, 
every body would conclude that the 
| king's life had been in imminent dan- 
ger, and that conſequently his courage 
and fidelity would be admired and 
rewarded. But he counted without 
his hoſt: this odd affair has been 
judged of ſo great importance by the 
ſhocking conſequences it might have 
had, that rewarded he will be with 
death. All his fellow-ſokiters are 
enraged at the infamy. For my part, 
I think the fellow was mad, and that 
it 


L 123 } 


it were perhaps cruel to hang a perſon 


who ſhould be ſhut up in a cell. But 
others think otherwiſe and they muſt 
decide.“ N 

It is a charming caſket you ſent me: 
I amuſe myſelf in filling it, though J 
have already but too many of thoſe 
magnificent bawbles, that are ſubſer- 
vient only to vanity. I ſhall love it 
however, becauſe it comes from you. 
But talk I of loving? it is your 


daughter I love more than your caf- 


ket: fine features, fine eyes, fine 
ſhape, and the fineſt of all fine things, 
a fine heart, She has a croud of 


admirers, 


—_ — 


* Latouche was actually hanged. 
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admirers, of whom ſhe appears to 
make no great account: I value her 


the more; for it is as hard to pleaſe 


as to deſerve her. There is however 


one young man rich, amiable, and 
high-born, who might not be unſuit- 
able. Nay, I do not think that ſhe 


eyes him with the ſame indifference 


as the reſt, for ſhe is always very 


ſerious and reſerved with him : and 


that is a ſymptom of the amorous 
malady, ſo far as I can remember. 
Could this match become pleaſing to 


you, I have a ſtrong fancy that it 


were not hard to effect it. It is the 


rage of old women to be match- 


makers, and you ſee by my humor 


W my wy ky 


that 
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that I am almoſt of the number. But 
for this I am eaſily folaced, when I 
think of my love for you: the ſolid 
pleaſure of friendſhip more than com- 
penſates the turbulent delights of the 
paſſions, Farewel, my dear, make 


my love due returns, 


126 J 


LETTER LXXIX. 
To the fame. 
* HE moment you have read this 
jetter, I deſire, my deareſt 
friend, you may order the horſes to 
your coach, and drive to the mar- 
chioneſs of Laval's. Another pur- 


chace ! ſhall I never tire of making 
purchaces? Tell her then that I have 


her in my heart, and entreat her to 


think of what ſhe well knows, while 
yet there is opportunity. She will 


tell you what it is; but do not ſcold. 
me, if you diſapprove the expence. 


The 


CC nr pw © 
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The meagre ambaſſador is going to 
leave us; and nobody, I imagine, 
| will regret him, except his butcher 
and tailor: his parts are no more 
lovely than. his perſon. The king 
will give him his picture: it is not yet 
known who ſhall ſucceed him. 

Is it true chat the count goes to the 
waters of Plombieres? poor man! I 
pity him, if he needs them; and {tilt 
to thoſe places oftener for pleaſure 


than advantage. You know a certain 


mr. de Riom : well, he has expended 
upon them fifty ' thouſand crowns a 


year. This is a good leſſon: but who. 
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is it that improves good leſſons? Do 
therefore your utmoſt to break off the 
expedition, if it is not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. The great ox is very ill: it 
is hoped he will dy; he lives too long 
for his poor family, and ſome honeſt 
folks. Do you know that the jolly 
dutcheſs is arrived, who roams over 
all Europe alone like a trooper? 
Surely nature has made a miſtake in 
her formation : that” woman muſt be 
a man. She yeſterday waited on the 
king, who aſked her the news of her 
travels, and whether London was 
more beautiful than Paris, © Sir,” 


i faid ſhe, „there are no fine houſes 
I 3 5 : et at 
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& at London; but a vaſt many fine 


« ſtreets and fine faces, eſpecially 


« among the women. She ſoon 
ſets out for Germany, which ſhe has 10 


already viſited twice, and promiſes us 


an account of her peregrinations; 


which will without queſtion be curi- 


ous. I am obliged to conclude here, 


Give me one kiſs, and I will return 1 
you a thouſand. &c. | 
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LETTER LXXX. 
To the ſame. 


AM very angry with you. I 
looked for you this week: why 
have you not come? Did you know 


but the languor that devours my heart 


in this terreſtrial paradiſe, as the igno- 
rant call it, you would come and ſee 
me, if not out of inclination, at leaſt 


out of charity. There is no man 
lovable but the king: all others move 


one's pity. As for the women, I 
ſhall ſay nothing of them : yetcall the 
world runs after them. Gallantry is 


the rage of the french: other nations 


3 know 


d 
ſe 


k 
know to love. But talking of love, 1 
believe your daughter is caught: the 
poor little thing knows not what 1 
mean; ſhe is innocence itſelf. All 
at once is ſne grown ſerious, ſolemn; 
and her eyes often look to have been 
weeping. Moreover, the youth I ſuſ- 
pect has merit, and is far from diſ- 
pleaſing to me. I conſider your 
family as my own: allow then friend- 
ſhip a fine thing, ſince it puts, ſo to 
ſay, the ſame ſoul in two bodies. 

The poor city of Dunkirk has ſent 
deputies hither, to make idle repre- 
ſentations reſpecting the demolition of 
her harbor : the treaty of peace muſt 
be executed: what a pity ! The eng- 
K 2 liſn 
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liſh are already talking of war: ſome 


lay ic will recommence in fix months; 

others in a twelvemonth. It is the 

way of that incongruous people: they 

lay a wager for an argument. But 
mark what dreadful news we learn 

from the engliſh papers. You mult 
know then, madam, that the emperor 
.hates the french mortally; that he 
will have back Lorraine without 
returning what he received in its ſtead: 
he is alſo to conquer Allace and the 
three biſhoprics, as ancient domains of 
the en pire, His army is already in 
the field: it lies about Treves, where 
doubtleſs it is faln from the clouds; 


and ail ths torrent is to burſt up on 
| Poor 


tn} 

poor France in the ſpring, Such, 
madarn, are the politics and prognoſtics 
the engliſh write and believe; and 
then they clai n the denomination of 
ſagacious and rational beings. 

In ſpite of all their ſagacity and 
reaſon, it locks as if they will have 
enough ado to eltabliſh themſelves in 
Canada; the ſavages ſtill love the 
french, and do their new maſters all 
the miſchief they can. I do not be- 
lieve there is a nation upon earth that 
ſo happily poſſeſſes the art of getting 
itſelf hated as the engliſh. So much 
the better; they would be too dange- 


rous, were they alſo amiable. 
K 3 


l 134 ] 
1 have almoſt a mind to beat up 
your quarters one of theſe days; but 
do not expect me, for then were it no 
ſurpriſe. Oh! heavens! what fine 
weather! But why are you not here 
to make me think it till finer ? Fare- 
wel. 


f aw I 


LETTER LEZXE 
To the ſame. 

7 OUR reflexions upon friendſhip 
are excellent, and would deſerve 
to be printed for your own honor and 
the edification of others. The men 
pronounce it impoſſible for women to 
love each other ſincerely, Your ex- 
ample ſuffices to refute them. 
| Yes, ſurely, I have ſeen the count 
of G— * he is a man who ſpeaks 
indifferently, but thinks well. He 1s 
magnificent in all things, and ſo they 
£1 will 


ia die iid 4324.4. —— um ++ LAS 


* Guerchi, ſince ambaſſador at the court of 
London. | 
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will needs make him an ambaſlador, 
It is curious to fee with what ardor 
our courtiers beg permiſſion to go and 
ruin themſelves in embaſſies : I admire 
the effects of vanity, It is a madneſs 
peculiar to the french nobility. Elſe- 
where they ſerve, and take care to be 
well paid ; but with us they pay to 
ſerve: this ſpirit may be uſeful to a 
ſtate. The count then ſets out with 
all ſpeed; he has ſolicited the honor 


af of being my correſpondent, and 1 

1 have vouchſafed it him. So ſhall we 

} have news. But on the ſubject of | ; 

N | | news, I was yeſterday taking a walk i 

| | with our little girl in my park: it was 0 
almoſt night, and we ſaw formidable it 


| | 
| things. 
| | 


41 
. 
1 
. 
401 
7 
N 
i Ls 
i 
1 
i4 
27 
. 
j? 
1 
[ | 
"232 1 
111 
EL 
I 
| | 
F 
i 
aj 
f 1 
yi 
Lt 
4 


i 
[ 
| 
| 
| 


1 

things. Firſt appeared to us a huge 
white fantom: my gardener, who 
chanced to be in the way. Twenty 
paces off we deſcried a giant all black: 
a large tree ſpoiled of its branches. A 
little farther we heard horrible cries : 
the children of the ſwiſs in a riot. 
Such, my dear, were our terrors : 
moſt of the fears of men are little leſs 
ridiculous. 

Is it true that the ſquare of Lewis 
XV. is as fine as they ſay? I have 
not had time to view it properly. 
They are about to dedicate it ; but it 
is in the mit of victories that ſuch 
cerenonies ſhould be performed. Is 
it poſſible that the little duke ſhouid 
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ever have thought of hating and 
ſpeaking ill of me? Another ungrate- 
ful to ſet down in my liſt. Is it true 
that you ſtill love me? That friend 
ſhip 18 enough to me; and notwith- 


ſtanding the torrent of hates, imperti- 
nences and abhorrences, which I every 


day undergo, if you remain faithful 


to me, I ſhall be no object of pity. 


Accept, my dear, the moſt tender 


embrace of your friend. &c. 


. 


LETTER LXXXII. 


To madam de NEVILLI. 


I the haughty dutcheſs. She is in 
the wrong, and you are not in the 
right, Complaiſance and regards 


muſt be ſhown in the world, without 


which. life is a load both to us and 


> 
* 


ours. Every one has weakneſſes, and 
women eſpecially: let us bear with the 
faults of each other, or retreat into 
the woods, if we cannot live with 
men. The dutcheſs is proud, haſty 
and giddy; but ſhe has a good heart, 


and I believe her fault involuntary. 


1 


* 


— — 


Have juſt learnt your quarrel with 
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I will abſolutely reconcile you, and 


make you embrace, Thoſe petty 


wars of women are always ridiculous, 
and make the men laugh, who in ſuch 
caſe bravely cut each others throats, 
without ſtaying to ſcold and to ſquab- 


ble. 
The nuncio is to make his entry 


this week : I ſhall ſend thither the 


little St. Ives, who is very curious, to 
ſee thoſe little things. Will you be fo 
good, my dear lady, to take the 
charge of her, and to bring her after- 
wards back to Belle- vue, where we 
ſhall ſpend the evening as agreably as 
women can. I ſaw yeſterday the little 


count: he is very handſom; he puts 


I | me 


— — —— — 
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me always in mind of my poor Alex- 


andrina, who had much of his air. I 


falute you with all my heart: love 


everybody, and be angry with nobody: 
for anger is very bad for the health. 
Lim &. 
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LETTE R LXXXIII. 


that woman had I to undergo a thou- 
ſand 


5 To the counteſs of B ASRI. 
7 NE of the peculiar joys of mv 
ſituation, is to be obliged to | 

ſhow politeneſs and put on kind looks MM 
| to perſons whom I hate, or who hate { 
| me. I this morning received the a 
| little dutcheſſes viſit, Ah! what a t. 
4 ſhocking creature | How ſhe liſps, te 
" how ſhe languiſhes! One would uo 
| think ſhe had been ſent into the world in 
| for no other purpoſe than to have by 
[ vapors, and gaze in the glaſs. From D. 
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fand extravagant compliments, to heat 
a thouſand impertinences, and to re- 
ceive a thouſand counterfeit careſſes. 


I more and more experience that good 
company 1s deteſtable : come quickly, 
embrace and comfort me. It is aſto- 


niſhing to ſee with what care our women 


ſtudy the art of pleaſing, which can 
avail them but ten or twelve years at 
the moſt, while they neglect their in- 
tellectual part, which ſhould ſtand 


them in ſtead for life. This animal 


imagines herſelf created for no end 
but to have beauty and adventures. 
Do you, my dear, who are beautiful 
with modeſty, and who pleaſe without 


attemp- 
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attempting it, continue to ſet our ſex 
the example of wiſdom and good ſenſe, 
and ſtill love thoſe who love you. 
I am, &c. | 


— 


11 


LETTER LXXXIV, 
To the fame. 
Know then at laſt the matfhalt's 
good lady. I looked for a friend, 
and have found only 4 meddler, with= 


out either wit or moderation, She 
wanted to deſtroy me: I forgive her, 
and ſhall do her no other harm than 
that of deſpiſing and avoiding her. 
My ſituation is highly unfortunate. I 


can neither know my friends nor my 


enemies: they have all the fime ſhow 
of regard, the ſame politeneſs and the 
ſame language. Ah! how I hate this 
mean and flattering world! I ſhould 

Vol. II. | much 


— 


[ 146. J 


much prefer the honeſt freedom of 


ſavages, who love or hate avowedly. 
Among us they cringe, they careſs, 
they embrace thoſe they mean to ruin; 
and all this is called the fair faſhion of 
the world in civiliſed nations. Tou, 
my dear, are almoſt my ſingle ſolace 
amid my ſo various diſtreſs, — — 


11 J 


LETTER LXXXV. 
To the ſame. 


Yeſterday arrived at Fontainebleau 
dull, diſpirited, out of humor. 
My moſt pleaſing taſk is to write to 


you. I hold nothing hid from you, 
my boſom-friend : yet I know not if 


you receive my communications with 
the ſame pleaſure that I beſtow them. 


But I have need to beſtow them, in 


order to diſburden my heart. What 
then is the ſituation of the great! 
They live not but in futurity, nor are 


happy but in hope. Ambition has no 


happineſs. I am ever melancholy, 


L 2 | and 
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and often without reaſon. The kind- 


neſſes of the king, the regards of the 
courtiers, the attachment of my do- 
meſtics, and the fidelity of a very few 


friends; ſo many things concurring to 


render me happy, touch me jointly 


or ſeverally no, more. I had, formerly 


a, notion of becoming conſort to, a. 
king, and I flattered myſelf, that the. 
beſt, of princes. might. poſſibly do. for 
me, what, his great-grandfather had. 
done. for. a, widow. of fifty, There. 
was. but one ſmall, obſtacle to this 
pleaſing plan: the great lady and. 
the. little Norman.+ were both ſtill 


alive. | 


9 . 


* The queen. 
+ Mr, le Normand d'E E ue, her huſband. 
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ative. Such, my fair counteſs, were 
the chimera's that long amuſed this 4: 
weak heart, which now ſcarce loves + 
any thing but you. I have no longer 
any reliſh for what pleaſed me fo 
much heretofore. I had my houſe at 
Paris magnificently furniſhed : well, 
that delighted me two days. That of 
Belle-vue is charming, and I alone 


cannot bear it. Charitable perſons 
relate to me daily the anecdotes and 
adventures of the town: the relaters 
fancy I attend; but when they have 
done, I aſk what they have been ſay- 
ing. In a word, I live no more, I 
am dead before my time: my king- q 
dom is no longer of this world. All | 

L3 around | 
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around conſpire to embitter my rem- 
nant of life; imputing to me the pub- 
lic diſtreſs; the blunders of the 
cabinet, the misfortunes of the field, 
and the triumphs of our enemies, I 
am accuſed of felling everything, of 
diſpoſing of everything, of governing 
everything. T'other day when the 
king was at dinner, a good old man 
came up and beſought his majeſty, to 
be graciouſly pleaſed to recommend 
him to madam de Pompadour, The 
audience could not ſtifle a laugh at 
the ſimplicity of the poor man : but 
poorer I laughed none. Another pre- 
ſented ſome time ago to the council, 
an admirable expedient for raiſing 
money 


1 

money without incommoding the peo- 
ple: his project was to beſeech me to 
lend the king a hundred millions. 
This fine plan was alſo laughed at, by 
every one but me. This general 
hatred and rancor of the nation ſting 
me very deep: my life is a continual 
death. I ought doubtleſs to retire 
from court: but I am weak; and can 
neither endure nor quit it. I envy, 
my beloved friend, your happineſs, 
Farewel, pity me, and, if it be poſſh- 
ble, afford me ſome conſolation. 


con 
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